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SUMMARY & OPINION
It is my opinion that death was caused by aspiration of fine particutate material (dirt).

This child was found In a shallow grave. Part of the body was interred, was found face down, and the back was covered
by a tayer of cement-like material. The body showad moderate signs of decomposition. The superficial layers of the skin
had sloughed off, the eyebrows and eyelashes were missing, and the hair fell off sasily in clumps. The skin was generally
discolored. Internally, the viscera also were moderately dacomposed and the brain had turned into an amorphous pasta,

Dirt and fine particulate material was found in the upper airway, the frachea, and the medium and small callber airways.
There were patches of gritty, dark material that extended to just under the pleural surface. In many of the small and
medium caliber airways, the dirt formed plugs which obstructed these airways. Microscopically, dirt could be seen even in
alveolar spaces. This material was also vislble under polarized light. Thess findings Indicate that death ocourred because
of aspiration of this forelgn material. Because it extends to the deep peripheral airways, it indicates that the victim
sustained multiple, intense inspiratory. efforts. This means that this child's face was forcibly maintained or embedded into
a dirt surface. Whether this resulted from another person forcibly pressing this child's face into dirt or whether she was
buried alive cannot be determined, )

Toxicology was noncantributory.

The manner of death Is homicide.
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