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OPINION  COMMENTARY

Why the GOP Is Winning Over
Minorities

The Democrats have nothing to offer but grievance,
victimhood and welfare.

By Josh Williams
Nov.10,2024 3:22pm ET

On Election Day, Donald Trump revealed the new coalition
underpinning the modern Republican Party. As a proud black
elected Republican, I believe today’s GOP represents people
like me better than the Democrats ever have.
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My early life could be considered an “authentic” experience
as a black man in America. I was once a homeless high-school
dropout. As a young adult, I endured a devastating workplace
accident that left me disabled. At 30, I pulled myself up and
enrolled in college, determined to rewrite my story. Within
the next seven years I became a practicing attorney and, in
2022, the first black Republican elected to the Ohio House of
Representatives in 50 years.

I understand the needs and concerns of my community,
because for many years I lived them. All the Democratic Party
ever offered me was grievance, victimhood and welfare. What
any American—black or otherwise—wants is the opportunity
to work hard and achieve his dreams. The Republican agenda
champions economic prosperity, energy independence,
border security and community safety. Opportunity lives
within the modern GOP, and last Tuesday people of color
agreed in record numbers.

To understand why the Democratic Party has failed, just look
at how its agenda has affected my hometown of Toledo.
Toledoans are very proud of our Jeep plant, the backbone of
our local economy. Unfortunately, it has been crippled by big
government. New regulations and mandates have led to



assembly-line shutdowns and thousands of layoffs. Decades
of unfair trade practices and an oppressive tax code leave
Toledo and cities like it in decline.

For our gritty town, the Jeep plant has been a leg up for
generations. This work has been passed down from fathers
and mothers to sons and daughters for longer than I’ve been
alive. Without it, many people who grew up like me are
simply left with one less option to succeed.

When I walk into the barber shop, people are talking about
Jeep jobs, inflation and crime, not identity politics. They ask
questions about border security and the cost of living, not
culture wars. The average American who looks like me simply
1sn’t concerned with the fake issues being peddled by the
Democratic Party and the elites who set its agenda.

My message to Washington after the election is simple: Stop
pandering to us. Treat us like adults. Treat us like Americans.

Whether you love Mr. Trump or loathe him, you can’t accuse
him of inauthenticity. Minority communities not only can
handle that approach—we appreciate it, and we will vote for
it.



Mr. Trump’s Republican Party is where I belong. It’s where
my friends, neighbors and pastors belong. The voters have
spoken loud and clear that his GOP is the party of the people.
All of us.

Mr. Williams represents the 44th Ohio House District, which
includes much of the Toledo area.

Voters cast ballots during early voting in Columbus, Ohio, Oct. 8. PHOTO: PAUL
VERNON/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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